
 

 

 

 

 

Wendouree 
Primary School  

Friday 29th April 
2020 

Stage one of our return 

to onsite learning this 

week has run like 

clockwork thanks to the 

wonderful support we 

have received from 

parents when dropping off and picking up students from school. The 

students have also settled beautifully back into classroom life and 

generally have taken on board the few changes we have had to put into 

place with great resilience. It has been so lovely to see our P-2 students 

arrive so positively each morning.  We have missed all their gorgeous smiles 

so much. Next week we continue with just students in years Prep - 2 and 

then following that on Tuesday June 9th the remainder of students in 

grades 3 - 6 will return. At that time we will continue our staggered drop 

off and pick up times as is mandated by The Department of Education. 

Please note in accordance with DET guidelines students must not be at 

school before 8.45am. Students are not permitted to play before school. 

On arrival to school students are directed straight to their classrooms 

which are supervised from 8.45am. I have included the staggered drop off 

and pick up times in today’s newsletter again for your information.  

Have a lovely weekend everyone.  

Ms Branagh 

Newsletter 



Returning to School 

Wendouree Primary School 
Summary as of 

 Friday 29th May 2020  
 

Our Drop Off and Pick Up 

Schedules are as follows 

 
 

DROP OFF SCHEDULE 
8.45am – Students whose last name begins with the letters A-F 
9.00am - Students whose last name begins with the letters G-M 
9.15am – Students whose last name begins with the letters N-Z 

 

 
Please note if you have children with different last names in the one family please use 

the youngest student’s last name as your reference. 

 
PICK UP SCHEDULE 

2.45pm – Students whose last name begins with the letters A-F 
3.00pm - Students whose last name begins with the letters G-M 
3.15pm – Students whose last name begins with the letters N-Z 

 
Parents are asked to remain in their vehicles and are not permitted to enter school grounds 
with their child/ren at both Drop Off and Pick up Times. Staff will supervise students during 
these times and assist them to their classrooms in the morning and back to you outside the 
school gates in the afternoon. If students walk together with their parents to and from school 
we ask that these parents leave their children also at the school gate and do not enter our 
school grounds.  
 
As shown in the photo above we ask that parents are mindful of social distancing in and around 
our school including our carpark area. We will have orange cones setup in every second bay to 
assist with this and ask that parents do not park in spaces with a cone. Parents are able to park 
on the basketball court area if needed but should also abide by social distancing rules. There 
will be a bit of trial and error involved in this however I trust that all our families will do their 
best to support us during this time and above all else ensure the safety of our students by 
being tolerant and patient during this time.  

 



If you need to contact the school please do so via phone on 
53391229 not in person 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Take Home Reading Update 

At this time we will not be sending home take home readers to and from 

school. Parents and students are able to access levelled text using their 

Fountas and Pinnell Level using the EPIC Reading Program. Please find 

instructions below. When logging on it is very important that you log on as a 

Student not Parent to access the Fountas and Pinnell levelled texts.  



JAM DOUGHNUT MUFFINS 

INGREDIENTS 

2 cups (300g) Self-Raising Flour 

2/3 cup caster sugar, plus ½ cup 

extra to coat 

1/3 cup (80ml) canola or sunflower oil 

1 large egg 

175ml buttermilk 

1 teaspoon vanilla extract 

3 teaspoons of strawberry or 

raspberry jam 

1 teaspoon cinnamon 

Cooking spray or melted butter, for greasing muffin trays 

 

WHAT TO DO… 

1. Preheat oven to 180C. Prepare muffin tins by spraying or brush liberally with 

cooking spray or melted butter, to stop the muffins from sticking. 

2. Prepare your cinnamon sugar by mixing ½ cup of extra caster sugar and 1 

teaspoon cinnamon, in a small bowl. Set aside. 

3. In a large mixing bowl place SR Flour and caster sugar. Mix and make a well in the 

centre. 

4. In a large mixing jug, whisk together the vegetable oil, buttermilk, vanilla and 

egg. 

5. Pour the wet ingredients into the dry and mix until just combined. Try not to 

over mix. 

6. Place a spoonful of the mixture in each muffin hole and make an indent in the 

centre. Fill each indent with a generous 1/2 teaspoon of strawberry jam.  

7. Cover the jam with the remaining muffin mixture and bake for 20 minutes.  

8. Remove from the oven and set aside to cool slightly. 

9. Remove muffins from the tins and roll in the cinnamon sugar while still warm.  
 

*If you don’t have buttermilk, you can replace it with regular milk or a mixture of milk with a tablespoon 

lemon juice or vinegar. 

 



Potato and Leek Soup 

Ingredients 

1/4 cup (60ml) olive oil 

A knob of butter (optional) 

1 large brown onion, halved and chopped 

2 cloves garlic, grated 

4 leeks, pale section only, washed well and thinly sliced 

6 medium (about 1kg) Desiree or Pontiac potatoes, peeled, cut into 2cm cubes 

2 x 1.25L (10 cups) of Vegetable or Chicken stock 

1 tin of chickpeas, drained and rinsed (optional) 

1 cup (250ml) thickened cream 

Sour cream, to serve 

¼ cup chopped chives, to serve 

What to do… 

1. Place the stock in a saucepan over medium-high heat. 

2. Heat oil and butter in a large saucepan or soup pot over medium-high heat.  

3. Add the chopped onion, leeks and garlic and cook, stirring, until the onion and leeks 

softens and smells delicious. 

4. Add the potato and cook, stirring for 3 minutes. 

5. Add the hot stock and can of drained chickpeas if you are using, and bring to the boil. 

Reduce heat to medium and gently boil, uncovered for 20 minutes or until potato is soft.  

Remove from heat and set aside for 10 minutes to cool. 

6. Meanwhile, wash and chop your chives and place in a bowl with the sour cream, and 

combine. 

7. With a stick blender, purée the soup until it is silky smooth (if you want you can leave it 

a little chunkier, or not even purée it at all – up to you). 

8. Add the thickened cream and stir to combine throughout the soup. 

9. Serve soup in bowls with a dollop of sour cream and chives and some crusty bread or 

buttered toast. 

 
In place of chick peas you could add a peeled and cored pear.  This brings a little sweetness to the dish and as the 

pear has a similar texture to it to potato it combines really well.   

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

TALKING TO YOUR CHILD DURING CORONAVIRUS 
(COVID-19) 
Minister’s message 

Your kids, like mine, will have many questions about Coronavirus and what it means for them – and for the 

people they love.  

I know it can be daunting for parents and carers to answer those questions. That’s why, in close consultation 

with our child psychologist team, we’ve developed a resource to help guide you through these conversations. 

Everyone’s child is different, and some will want to talk more than others. What’s most important is that 

you’re there for them when they’re ready to talk. 

Without doubt, we face an enormous challenge. 

But I want you to know that as parents, caregivers and Victorians, we are in this together. 

The Hon James Merlino, MP 

Deputy Premier 

Minister for Education 

This guide will help you talk to your child about coronavirus (COVID-19). It includes tips on how to have a safe 
and reassuring conversation and links to resources to help you and your family. 

Essential actions 

 Don’t be afraid to discuss coronavirus (COVID-19) with your children 

 Be guided by your child 

 Stick to a routine 

 Close conversations with care 

 Remember to look after yourself 

Don’t be afraid to discuss coronavirus (COVID-19) with your children 

 Most children will have already heard about coronavirus and parents and carers should take the 
opportunity to talk to them about the current situation. 

 Honest and regular communication is key. Not talking about something can make children worry more. 

 Children often rely on their friends and social media for the news. Parents and carers can help by 
positioning themselves as a trusted source for information and as a person who can help children with 
their questions. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Adapt information depending on your child’s age 

 Try to remain calm and positive when talking to your child. 

 Think about your child’s age. Offer information using language and examples they will understand. 

 It’s okay if you can’t answer everything – and to say you’re not sure. Use this as an opportunity to find out 
information together. Being available to your child is what matters. 

 Be careful not to share too much information all at once, as this may be overwhelming. 

 Avoid talking in a way that could make your child feel more worried. 

Be guided by your child 

 Ask your child to tell you anything they may have heard about coronavirus (COVID-19), and how they feel 
about this situation. 

 Check in with your child regularly. Give them opportunities to ask you questions over the coming weeks 
and months. 

 Some children will worry more about others than themselves. Find ways for them to connect with family 
and friends as much as possible using technology. 

 Be reassuring. Tell children that the changes in their life have been introduced to make us all safer. Tell 
them, that eventually, things will go back to normal. 

 Be aware of the language you use with your child while you are around them. Remember that children will 
be listening to adult conversations more than usual. 

 Don’t dismiss your child’s fears. It is understandable for them to be concerned because they have probably 
never experienced anything like this before. 

 Tell your child that doctors and scientists all around the world are working really hard to learn more about 
coronavirus (COVID-19) and to keep us safe. 

Focus on what you’re doing to stay safe 

 Give them some control over what is happening. Teach the importance of physical distancing, hand 
washing and how to do these things properly. Remind them of their responsibility to protect others from 
coughs and sneezing. 

 Remind them to call 000 if they or their family are unsafe. 

Stick to a routine 

 Over the school holidays, structured days with regular mealtimes and bedtimes are still an important part 
of keeping children happy and healthy. 

 Where you can, have a daily routine. Create a shared timetable with your family and put it up on the fridge 
where everyone can see. 

 If possible, find a time every day to talk about the importance of good hygiene and teach them the 
essentials of practicing physical distancing. 

 Include things like outside time, play time, free time on technology, creative time and learning time. 

 It is okay to be flexible and respond to the needs and emotional state of your child. 



 

 

 

 

Keep talking 

 Find out what your child already knows or is worried about. It’s important to find out if they have heard 
incorrect information. 

 Ask questions that don’t have yes or no answers. 

 If your child asks you something and you don’t know the answer, say so. Use the question as a chance to 
find out together. 

 If your children don’t seem interested or don’t ask a lot of questions, that’s okay. 

 Let them know that we are all going to keep listening and talking. 

Close conversations with care 

 It’s important not to leave children feeling worried after a conversation. 

 When you wrap up your conversations, look for signs they are feeling anxious. This might be a change in 
their tone of voice, their breathing or body language. 

 Comfort them if they feel this way. 

Things to look out for in your children 

It is normal for children and young people to show signs of distress. Common reactions include: 

 fear and anxiety 

 anger and frustration 

 confusion 

 sadness 

 denial. 

Remember to look after yourself 

 This situation can be stressful – regardless of your age. To look after the people you 
love, you also need to look after yourself. 

 If you notice that you are feeling anxious, take some time to calm down before 
having a conversation or answering your child’s questions. 

 If you are feeling worried, tell your child that you will find some information and 
talk to them soon. 

 The following external resources are also available to support your mental health 
and wellbeing: 

o Headspace – for family and friends 

o Beyondblue – COVID19 

o Lifeline – Mental health and wellbeing during the COVID-19 outbreak 

https://headspace.org.au/friends-and-family/life-issues/
https://www.beyondblue.org.au/the-facts/looking-after-your-mental-health-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak
https://www.lifeline.org.au/get-help/topics/mental-health-and-wellbeing-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak


 

 

 

 

 

Additional resources 

To support you when talking to your child 

 Raising Children Network – Coronavirus (COVID-19) and children in 
Australia 

 Emerging Minds – supporting children during the coronavirus outbreak 

 KidsHealth – Coronavirus (COVID-19): How to Talk to Your Child 

 eSafety Office – COVID-19: an online safety kit for parents and carers 

To share with children and young people 

 headspace – how to cope with stress related to Novel Coronavirus 

 ReachOut – coping during the coronavirus 

For up-to-date information and advice on coronavirus (COVID-19), visit: 

 DET coronavirus website 

 DHHS coronavirus website 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://raisingchildren.net.au/guides/a-z-health-reference/coronavirus-and-children-in-australia
https://raisingchildren.net.au/guides/a-z-health-reference/coronavirus-and-children-in-australia
https://emergingminds.com.au/resources/supporting-children-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak/
https://kidshealth.org/en/parents/coronavirus-how-talk-child.html?fbclid=IwAR2r7q2P5WJ56w4ryrhfnPjB0IYtzT5DrPi60lJFqYs-atwmZn_JpDgJ4Y0
https://www.esafety.gov.au/about-us/blog/covid-19-online-safety-kit-parents-and-carers
https://headspace.org.au/young-people/how-to-cope-with-stress-related-to-covid-19/
https://au.reachout.com/collections/coping-during-coronavirus
https://education.vic.gov.au/about/department/Pages/coronavirus.aspx
https://www.dhhs.vic.gov.au/coronavirus


 

 


