
 

 

 

 

Wendouree Primary School 
Friday 22nd May 2020 

Monday the 25th May is a 

Curriculum Day at School  

There is no school for students 

on Monday 25th May.  

 

Only students in grades P-2 

resume school on Tuesday 26th 

May. Students in all other 

grades MUST remain Learning 

from Home until Tuesday 9th 

June. As I have mentioned before this is not a decision that is 

made at the school level. This is part of the Department of 

Education’s staged return to onsite learning. We do understand 

that this might be inconvenient to some families however we are 

not in the position to be able to alter these decisions made in the 

best interests of all students and staff in Victorian schools. For 

those families who are not able to make alternative arrangements 

for their child/ren in grades 3-6 during this time, due to work 

commitments only, the school will continue to provide onsite 

supervision. This must be arranged with the school one week in 

advance.  

Have a great weekend everyone  

Ms Branagh 

Newsletter 
 



Returning to School 
Wendouree Primary School Summary as of 

 Friday 22nd May 2020  
 
Parents are asked to remain in their vehicles and are not permitted to enter 
school grounds with their child/ren at both Drop Off and Pick up Times. Staff will 
supervise students during these times and assist them to their classrooms in the 
morning and back to you outside the school gates in the afternoon. If students 
walk together with their parents to and from school we ask that these parents 
leave their children also at the school gate and do not enter school grounds.  
 
As shown in the photo below we ask that parents are mindful of social distancing 
in and around our school including our carpark area. We will have orange cones 
setup in every second bay to assist with this and ask that parents do not park in 
spaces with a cone. Parents are able to park on the basketball court area if needed 
but should also abide by social distancing rules. There will be a bit of trial and 
error involved in this however I trust that all our families will do their best to 
support us during this time and above all else ensure the safety of our students 
by being tolerant and patient during this time.  

 
If you need to contact the school please do so via phone on 53391229 

not in person 
 



Returning to School 
Wendouree Primary School Summary as of 

 Friday 22nd May 2020  
 
 
Monday 25th May – All Teaching 
Staff Return to School – Please 
note there will be no onsite 
supervision of students offered on 
this day. Students who would 
normally attend onsite learning 
will need to make other 
arrangements for this day.  
 
 
Tuesday 26th May – Students in Years Prep to 2 ONLY return to school 
with staggered drop off and pick up times as follows:  
 
DROP OFF SCHEDULE  
8.45am – Students whose last name begins with the letters A-F 
9.00am - Students whose last name begins with the letters G-M 
9.15am – Students whose last name begins with the letters N-Z 
 

 
Please note if you have children with different last names in the one 
family please use the youngest student’s last name as your reference.  

 
PICK UP SCHEDULE 
2.45pm – Students whose last name begins with the letters A-F 
3.00pm - Students whose last name begins with the letters G-M 
3.15pm – Students whose last name begins with the letters N-Z 
 
 
 
 



Returning to School 
Wendouree Primary School Summary as of 

 Friday 22nd May 2020  
 
I am sure that our P-2 students are 
getting excited at the prospect of being 
able to return to school next week. I am 
also sure that there is some that are a 
little anxious about returning to school.  
 
There will be a few things that are quite 
different at school to begin with. Hand 
Sanitiser Stations like this one are now 
positioned around our school for staff 
and student’s use. Certain areas of our 
school at the moment are also 
cautioned off and not for students use 
at this time.  
 
I have included some 
photos here of these 
things at school and 
think it would be great if 
parents could have a 
discussion with their 
children before 
returning to school 
about what these 
changes mean. This will 
help prepare students 
who are returning next week to feel a little more comfortable when 
they see these new things at school. We hope that these measures are 
only temporary but necessary at this time to help ensure the safety of 
all members of our school community.  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



Returning to School 
Wendouree Primary School Summary as of 

 Friday 22nd May 2020  
 
 
We certainly haven’t changed! The 
teachers and I cannot wait to be 
back at school with all our 
students.  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 

 

 
 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

Thank you for all your support during these past few weeks of remote and flexible 

learning. 

Following advice from the Chief Health Officer, the Victorian Government has advised 

that schools can begin a phased return to on-site schooling.  

In the first stage, students in Prep, Grade 1 and Grade 2, senior secondary (Year 11 

and 12 VCAL and VCE) students and all students in specialist schools will return to 

school from Tuesday 26 May. 

Year 10 students undertaking VCE studies, including VCE VET studies, should also 

attend school for those classes where practicable. If this is not possible for your 

child/children, our teachers will make sure the work provided to students attending at 

school is also provided to your child/children. 

To support all school staff to prepare for this transition, Monday 25 May will be a pupil-

free day. 

In the second stage of our return to on-site schooling, all other year levels will return 

to school from Tuesday 9 June. 

For those students who cannot be supervised at home the existing model of on-site 

schooling will remain in place during the two-week period from Tuesday 26 May to 

Tuesday 9 June. The current process that we are using to enable parents and carers 

to indicate the days or part-days for which on-site schooling is required will continue 

for this two-week period. 

All other students in grades 3-6 will continue learning from home until Tuesday 9 June. 

In line with DET Policy this includes siblings of students who are in grade P-2 who are 

returning to school on the 26th May.  

Once a year level has returned, all students will be expected to attend school as 

normal. This means if you choose to keep your child/children home after their year 

level has returned to on-site schooling, we can no longer support their learning from 

home.  



 

This does not apply to children who need to be absent for health or medical reasons. 

For those families, please contact us so we can make an appropriate plan.  

This same approach is being taken by all government schools in Victoria. 

To support the health and wellbeing of all our students and staff, our school will 

continue an enhanced cleaning routine and will encourage frequent hand washing.  

If you child is ill or is feeling unwell, they must not 

attend school. They must remain home and seek 

medical advice. 

While the Chief Health Officer has advised that students will not be required to 

maintain physical distancing at school, there will be a number of important changes 

to our school operations, consistent with health advice. This will apply until further 

notice. I will provide more detail about our local school context as soon as possible, 

but it is important to note that changes will include: 

 adjusted arrangements for drop off and pick up, including staggered school start 

and finish times; 

 restrictions on access to the school site for anyone other than immediate school 

staff and students; 

We understand that some families may feel anxious about this move back to 

classroom teaching and learning. I can assure you that this decision has been taken 

on the basis of the best health advice available to our state. 

More information about the return to school and coronavirus (COVID-19) can be found 

on the Department’s website, which will continue to be updated: 

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/department/Pages/coronavirus.aspx 

Thank you for your continued support and patience during this time. We look forward 

to welcoming our students back to the classroom. 

 

 

Yours sincerely, 

Ms Christine Branagh 

PRINCIPAL 

Wendouree PS 

 

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/department/Pages/coronavirus.aspx


 

 

 
The Department of Education has also put in strict regulations 
regarding operations at schools during this time, including:  
 

 If students are unwell they must not come to school. If students 
present as unwell during the day parents will be notified and will 
be required to pick their child up from school.  

 

 Students will be required to use hand sanitiser, readily available at 
school and will be reminded to wash their hands regularly 
throughout the day.  

 

 Drinking fountains and taps are not to be used during this time. 
Students must bring a named water bottle from home please.   

 



 Staggered drop off and pick 
up times will be required as 
mentioned earlier and 
staggered recess times will 
also operate across the 
school.  
 

 At this stage our playgrounds 
and sandpits will also remain 
out of bounds to students.  
 



 
 



 

 
 



DIY Big Mac Burger 
A little bit naughty, but there is something about making homemade burgers that we do regularly in our house, generally on a Friday night or 

weekend. And now that they have cracked the code on the Big Mac sauce, who can resist! Serve with fries or make my potato wedges to go 

with!  This makes 5 Homemade Big Mac’s. 

Ingredients
1 kg beef mince,  

5 tablespoons extra virgin olive oil 

5 sesame seed burger buns 

1 and 1/2 white onions (salad onions), finely chopped 

1 iceberg lettuce, finely shredded 

5 slices tasty cheese 

5 large dill pickles, thinly sliced or sliced bread and 

butter pickles 

Big Mac sauce 

1 cup (300g) mayonnaise (we used whole egg mayonnaise) 

1 tablespoons gherkin relish 

2 teaspoons white vinegar 

Pinch of white pepper 

2 teaspoons mild mustard  

1 and 1/2 teaspoons onion powder 

1 and 1/2 teaspoons garlic powder 

1/2 teaspoon sweet smoked paprika 

 

 

What to do… 

1. For the Big Mac sauce, combine all the 

ingredients in a bowl, season with salt and 

chill until ready to use. 

2. To make the patties, season the mince with 

salt and pepper and form into 10 balls using 

about 1/3 cup mince each. Place onto a 

square of baking paper and flatten to form 

Into 10 x 15cm circles. 

3. Heat oil in a large frying pan, or BBQ plate 

over high heat. 

4. In batches, (if using a frying pan) cook beef 

patties for 1-2 minutes each side until 

lightly charred and cooked through. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Remove from heat and keep warm. Repeat 

with remaining patties. 

5. Carefully slice each burger bun into three 

across ways, then lightly toast. 

6. To assemble the burgers, spread a little Big 

Mac sauce over the bottom base. Top with 

some chopped onion, shredded lettuce, slice 

of cheese, beef patties and some pickle 

slices. 

7. Top with the middle bun layer and spread 

more Big Mac sauce, onion, lettuce, pickles, 

beef patties and then finish with more 

sauce. Top with burger lid to serve. 

8. Serve with fries or Nat’s oven Wedges. 

9. After waiting half an hour for your food to 

settle, go for a jog! 

 

Recipe taken and adapted from www.delicious.com.au



Monte Carlos Biscuits 

 

Ingredients 
180g butter, softened 

1 teaspoon vanilla extract 

1/2 cup (110g) firmly packed brown sugar 

1 egg 

1 and 1/4 cups (185g) self-raising flour 

3/4 cup (105g) plain flour 

1/4 teaspoon bicarbonate of soda  

2/3 cup (50g) desiccated coconut 

1/3 cup (110g) raspberry jam, or your choice of 

jam 

 

Vienna Cream 

60g butter, softened 

1/2 teaspoon vanilla extract 

3/4 cup icing sugar 

2 teaspoons milk. 

 

What to do… 

1. Preheat oven to 200C. Grease or line 

baking trays with baking paper. 

2. Beat butter, vanilla and sugar in a 

small bowl with an electric mixer 

until just combined. 

3. Beat in egg. 

4. Add sifted flours and soda, then the 

coconut, and mix until combined. 

5. Roll 1 level teaspoonful of mixture 

into oval shapes and place on trays 

about 5cm part (they will spread).   

6. Flatten slightly; use the back of a 

fork to roughen surface. 

7. Bake biscuits about 7 minutes.  

8. Remove from oven and allow to 

biscuits to cool slightly, before 

lifting them onto a wire rack to 

completely cool. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

9. Meanwhile, make Vienna Cream: beat 

butter, vanilla and sifted icing sugar 

in a small bowl with an electric mixer 

until fluffy; beat in milk. 

Alternatively, you could blitz the 

ingredients in a food processor.  

10. Pair cooled biscuits according to 

size. Sandwich cooled biscuits with 

Vienna Cream and a small amount of 

jam.  Enjoy! 

 

Recipe taken and adapted from 

womansweeklyfood.com.au



Nat’s Oven Baked Potato Wedges 

 

Ingredients 

1 large potato for each person, 2 each for smaller potatoes 

 1-4 tablespoons Olive oil or canola oil 

Salt and pepper 

1 teaspoon Smoked sweet paprika 

Fresh thyme or rosemary, roughly chopped (optional) 

Feta cheese, crumbled, to serve (optional) 

 

What to do… 

1. Preheat oven to 200C.  Line an oven tray or 2, with baking paper. 

2. Scrub potatoes clean. I like to leave the skins on, as I’m lazy and potato skins are good for you! 

3. Slice the potatoes in half, lengthways.  Then slice each half into 6 wedges (you should get about 12 

wedges from large potatoes, however, depending on the size of the potato you may have to cut them 

into fifths or quarters). 

4. Place potatoes in a large bowl, along with olive oil, salt and pepper, smoked paprika and thyme or 

rosemary, if using. Toss to coat the wedges. 

5. Spread in a single layer on baking tray(s). This is so there is room for the heat to get around each 

wedge and help the oil to make them crispy. If you over crowd them too much, they will more likely be 

like soggy wedges. 

6. Place In the middle of the preheated oven for about 15-20 minutes.  Take out and turn the wedges over, 

and pop back into the oven until golden and crispy, and to your liking (10-20 minutes).   

7. Place in a large bowl with an extra seasoning of salt and crumbled feta cheese, if using. Toss again and 

serve alongside homemade burgers, or as a side to any other meal. 

* You can use sweet potatoes in place of regular potatoes. Cooking time may vary, as they cook a little faster 

than regular potatoes. 

 

* You could make loaded fries, by omitting the feta cheese and top cooked wedges with grated Colby tasty 

cheese, pop back in the oven for another couple of minutes for the cheese to melt. Then top with salsa, sour 

cream and guacamole, nacho style!  Add fried, crispy bacon or chorizo sausage, for a meaty version. 

We also like to sometimes serve them with kewpie mayonnaise (Japanese mayo) mixed with a hot sauce.  

 


