
 

 

 

 

 

Wendouree Primary School  

Friday 11th September 2020 

REMOTE LEARNING UPDATE 2020 
The Victorian Government has 

released its plan for easing 
coronavirus (COVID-19) 

restrictions. It includes the 
following decisions about school 

operations. 

All schools will continue to provide remote and flexible learning for the remainder of 
Term 3, except specialist schools in rural and regional Victoria, consistent with current 

settings. 

These changes remain subject to the advice of Victoria’s Chief Health Officer: 

5 – 9 October (first week of Term 4) 
Remote and flexible learning will continue for all students, except 

in specialist schools in rural and regional Victoria. 

VCE and VCAL students can only attend on-site for essential assessments during this 
week, including the General Achievement Test (GAT) on Wednesday 7 October. 

On-site supervision for children will continue to be provided consistent with existing 
guidelines. 

Schools in rural and regional Victoria 
Specialist schools continue with current arrangements. 

All students (from Prep to Year 12) return to full-time on-site schooling by 
Friday 16 October. Schools can stagger the return of different year levels as 

appropriate during this week. At this stage we are still finalising how we 
will stagger our return to school during the second week of term four. 

Further details will be sent out next week regarding our return to school 
during week two of term four.  
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STUDENT VOICE AND 

AGENCY @ WPS 

One of our major plans at the start of 

this year was to begin developing our 

Student Voice and Agency programs 

further. Our school review last year 

highlighted this as an area for future 

improvement back in 2019. 2020 really 

hasn’t enabled us to work at the school level 

on this particular initiative as much as we 

would have liked but our teachers have been 

working on developing their knowledge about 

Student Voice and Agency and how we develop 

it further at Wendouree PS.  Next term we are 

planning on giving the students across our school a lot more 

voice and agency or choice as we like to call it, into what they are learning 

about and how they are going to show their learning. We believe that given the very 

‘different’ year we have had student voice and choice projects will be a great way to engage 

our students back into onsite learning.  We will end next term, all going to plan, with a virtual 

tour of what our students have achieved in their TRIBES as a way of exhibiting our student’s 

voice and choice projects from term four. I have included a little information about Student 

Voice and Agency in today’s newsletter. The teacher’s and I are very much looking forward 

to exploring more about student Voice and Agency in term four and beyond.   

  

Have a lovely weekend everyone. 

Ms Branagh - Principal 

Wendouree PS 



 

 

 
 

STUDENT VOICE AND AGENCY @ WPS 

Wendouree PS Strategic Plan Goal #3  

 To improve student voice and agency 

Key Improvement Strategies 

#1 Develop an understanding of student voice and agency  

#2 Develop and implement strategies to improve student voice and agency 

 

What is student voice? 

Student voice is students actively participating in decision-making at school on things which shape their 

educational experiences. 

Student voice is more than just students 'having a say' and 'being heard'. To be successful, schools must 

value the perspectives and opinions of 

students and act on them in a way that 

genuinely shapes learning and decision-making 

at school. 

In our classrooms 

Classrooms where student voice is promoted 

provide a balance between teacher directed 

and student led activities to support students 

to be partners in their own learning. This can 

be achieved through the existing learning 

outcomes. Achieving student voice in our 

classrooms means: 

 working together: building communication, collaboration, leadership and negotiation skills 

 having voice: creating consistent opportunities for feedback and reflection 

 having choice: increasing student decision-making about how they learn and are assessed 

 having influence: understanding relationships, promoting self-discipline and goal-setting. 



 

   

 

STUDENT VOICE AND AGENCY @ WPS 
How are student voice and wellbeing connected? 

When children and young people participate in meaningful decision-

making at school, they: 

 experience higher levels of wellbeing and empowerment 

 feel a deeper connection to their learning and school 

community 

 develop a range of skills and capabilities to feel 

connected and successful at school and in life. 

How can student voice be encouraged at home? 

As a parent, you want your child to love learning. You want 

them to feel confident in expressing their voice, having 

influence and making authentic choices at school. There are 

many ways you can support this at home and further develop the skills they 

are learning at school. 

Top tips for supporting student 

voice at home 

1. Create opportunities within the home for your 

children to lead activities and make meaningful 

choices, for example, organising meals. 

2. Support your children in identifying and 

celebrating their personal strengths and those 

of others. 

3. Support your children in making learning goals and 

sharing them. This will empower them to shape 

their learning environment to reflect their unique 

needs. 

4. Encourage them to be a leader in their classroom, 

school and communities. These do not have to be 

traditional leadership positions.  

5. Create opportunities for collaboration in the home, for 

example, cooking or building something together. 



 

LEOPARD SPOT BISCUITS 

 

INGREDIENTS 

250g plain flour 

125g soft butter 

125g icing sugar 

1 egg, lightly whisked 

½ teaspoon baking powder 

1 pinch of salt 

1 teaspoon of lemon zest or vanilla extract 

4 teaspoons cocoa powder 

Extra flour, for rolling out dough. 

 

WHAT TO DO… 

1. Place flour, baking powder, salt, icing sugar, lemon zest (if using) and butter, in a bowl. 

Rub the butter into the dry ingredients until it resembles bread crumbs. Add the egg 

and combine until it makes a smooth ball of dough. *Alternatively, you can add these 

ingredients into a bowl of a food processor and process until a ball of dough forms. 

 

2. Wrap approximately two thirds (2/3) of the dough, in cling film. 

3. Add to the rest of the dough 1 teaspoon of cocoa powder and knead until well 

combined and has a lovely light brown colour to it. Cut dough ball in half. Wrap one half 

in cling film. 

4. With the remaining dough, add another 2-3 teaspoons of cocoa 

powder, and knead until it is finally a dark brown colour. Wrap in 

cling film. 

5. Set all 3 balls of dough in the refrigerator for about 30 

minutes. 

 

6. First, lets work with the light and dark brown doughs first to make the 

leopard spots… roll the light brown dough into 2 sausage shapes, they 

can be different thickness (about 1-1.5cm in thickness) and put to the 

side. 

7. Roll the dark brown dough into 2 fat sausage shapes, then flatten with a 

rolling pin to the same lengths as the light brown dough, like this… 

 

 



 

 

 

Then wrap the dark brown dough around the light brown dough. Don’t worry if the 

edges don’t meet up, it will make them look like real leopard spots if it’s more uneven. 

Wrap the logs in plastic wrap and place back into the fridge. 

 

8. Preheat the oven to 175C. Roll out the larger piece of dough (the yellow one), until it is 

0.5cm thick, on a lightly floured surface. 

9. Now cut the chocolate log dough into thin slices and distribute them on the yellow 

dough. In between the larger slices you can add gently teared pieces of the log dough 

in between the larger spots. 

 

10. Roll the spots into the yellow dough gently (you can put a little baking paper or cling 

film over the dough to do this, to stop the dough from sticking to the rolling pin). The 

dough should be about 0.5cm in thickness. 

11. Cut out circles with a round cookie cutter circles and place them on a tray lined with 

baking paper. 

12. Bake in the oven for about 10-15 minutes. 

13. Remove from oven and allow to cool for a few minutes on the tray, before transferring 

them to a wire rack to complete cool. Store in an air tight container. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 

RICOTTA AND PEA PASTA 

 

This is a simple and quick recipe that reminds me of Spring!  You can use fresh prodded peas if you like, but we 

always have frozen peas at home. Frozen peas are a terrific product! Peas are picked at the peek of the season 

and frozen as soon as possible. They are a pulse, high in fibre and a good source of vegetable protein. I 

personally love baby peas, as they are much sweeter in taste.  

 

INGREDIENTS 

500g spaghetti 

1 and ½ cups ricotta cheese 

1 garlic clove, finely grated 

2 and ½ cups thawed frozen baby peas 

6 stems of flat leaf parsley, roughly chopped 

3 stems of dill, roughly chopped 

3 sprigs of mint, leaves picked and chopped 

Zest and juice from 1 lemon 

4 tablespoons extra virgin olive oil 

Salt and pepper 

Parmesan cheese, finely grated to serve 

 

WHAT TO DO… 

1. Bring a large pot of water with 1 tablespoon salt to a boil. 

2. Meanwhile, gather and prepare ingredients. 

3. Add your spaghetti to the boiling water, stirring occasionally to avoid the pasta from 

sticking.  Cook until tender, 7-9 minutes. 

4. While pasta is cooking, place garlic, mint, dill and parsley in a food processor until 

finely chopped. 

5. Add 1 and ½ cups of the peas, ricotta cheese, lemon juice and zest, olive oil and a good 

pinch of salt and pepper. Pulse to a coarse purée. 

6. Drain pasta, reserving a little cooking water (about 1 cup, to add to the sauce). 

7. Return pasta back to the now empty pot.  Immediately add the ricotta pea sauce plus 

the remainder 1 cup of the peas and mix/toss well to combine.   

8. Add a little pasta water if necessary to loosen the sauce. 

9. Serve with finely grated parmesan or pecorino cheese and a fresh green leafy salad. 

 



 
 

How to access ‘Webex 
Live Meetings’ with your 

Teacher 
 

Do you have internet access? 

Just like with ClassDojo, students will 

need to be connected to the internet 

for these face-to-face video meetings 

with their teachers. If you have a weak or limited connection, consider using a mobile data 

connection (Hot-spotting from a phone) to boost the signal for these meetings. 

Webex: 

Webex is the videoconferencing platform all students at Wendouree Primary School will be 

using for video meetings with their teacher.  

It is safe, secure and approved by the Department of Education. 

Here are the instructions on how to access Webex meetings provided by your teacher 

each week: 

1. Each Wednesday please check the Class Story page of your child’s ClassDojo account. 

Your child’s teacher will paste a link before the start time of their Webex video 

meeting. You will have needed to download the Webex app to participate in these 

meetings (Instructions below) 

2. Once it is your child’s meeting time please click this link. If you have downloaded the 

app on your PC or Tablet, this app should automatically open 

3. Next, enter your child’s Full Name & your own Email Address 

4. Press ‘Next’ & then ‘Join meeting’ 

 

To download the Webex app, please choose from the following: 

On PC:  

 Go to webex.com/downloads in your internet browser 

 Click               under the Webex Meetings section 

 Follow the installation prompts on your computer 

On Tablet: 

 Navigate to the App Store (iPad) or Google Play Store (Android) 

 Type in Webex in the search bar 

 Download the first option called Cisco Webex Meetings  

http://www.webex.com/downloads


 
 

Getting Connected 

 
Getting your child connected on ClassDojo is quite easy! You simply need to 

follow these steps to get started: 

Each parent has been sent an invitation to 

ClassDojo from their child’s teacher via an email. 

Click the link in this invitation email and you will be 

taken to the ClassDojo webpage, where you can 

enter your parent details and create a username.  

 

When creating your parent account, be sure not to use your email address in 

the first and last name boxes. It is important to use your actual first and 

last name in this section! For Privacy reasons it is very important that email 

addresses are not used as First or Last Name details. These details are 

shown on your child’s class page EG: John Smith – Angus’s Parent. If you 

place your email address in the wrong section it will be displayed for 

everyone to see. So that we remain compliant with Department of Education 

Guidelines, we don’t want this to happen.  

 

You will be taken to the Class Story page in ClassDojo, where you can see 

classroom posts for each of your registered children. 

Repeat the above steps for each of your children to connect with their 

ClassDojo story page. 



 

 
 

 


