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Wendouree Primary School is committed to the safety 

and wellbeing of all children and young people. This will 

be the primary focus of our care and decision-making. 

Wendouree Primary School has zero tolerance for child 

abuse. 

Wendouree Primary School is committed to providing a 

child safe environment where children and young people 

are safe and feel safe, and their voices are heard about 

decisions that affect their lives. Particular attention will be 

paid to the cultural safety of Aboriginal children and 

children from culturally and/or linguistically diverse 

backgrounds, as well as the safety of children with a 

disability. 

Every person involved in Wendouree Primary School has a 

responsibility to understand the important and specific role 

he/she plays individually and collectively to ensure that the 

wellbeing and safety of all children and young people is at 

the forefront of all they do and every decision they make. 
 



 

Child Safety Standards  

Photographs and Film at Wendouree Primary 

School 

 

 

Photographs, video or digital images of a student are considered 

“personal information” and therefore their use and disclosure are 

governed by the Information Privacy Act 2000 (Vic) (IP Act) and 

the Information Privacy Principles contained within it.  

Photographs, video and digital images of students may also 

contain copyright, and therefore may also be governed by the 

Copyright Act 1968 (Cth) (Copyright Act).   

 

We ask that all visitors to our school refrain 

from taking photographs of our students at any 

time, unless permission has been granted by 

the Principal.  

 

 



PLEASE NOTE 

 

Our Prep students have Wednesdays 

off during the month of February.  

 

Our Prep students begin school on 

Monday 4th February 2019. 
 

Students in grades 1-6 begin school on  

Thursday 31st January 2019  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



MESSAGE TO PARENTS 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
It is our goal to ensure that we all work together in a 

cooperative team to ensure your child's school days are happy 

and successful. 

 

OUR PURPOSE STATEMENT 
 

At Wendouree Primary School we will provide an inclusive, 

safe and purposeful environment where children are 

supported to do their personal best as learners and in the 

wider community. School programs will provide 

opportunities for students to develop the skills necessary 

to be actively involved in their learning to achieve 

success. 



Building a Positive Climate 
for Learning -TRIBES 

A Whole School Approach to Student Wellbeing 

 

The Tribes Learning Community process, promotes social and academic 

development by creating a positive learning environment. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

OUR BEHAVIOUR BASICS 
 

1. Do what the teacher says. 

2. Hands off. 

3. Don’t butt in. 

4. Hands up and wait. 

5. Stay put. 

6. Use your own stuff. 

7. Keep it clean. 

8. Be safe. 

 

At Wendouree Primary School we base our Shared Expectations on eight easy to 

follow, student friendly written rules, that we call our Behaviour Basics. These basic 

behaviours are expected to be followed by students at all times whilst at school and 

during any school related activities. 

 

Our Behaviour Basics work alongside other student engagement programs outlined in 

this brochure including the TRIBES program which is promoted throughout the school. 
 



 

OUR TRIBES LEARNING AGREEMENTS 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Personal Best – We try at all times to do our own personal best work and put in 

our own best efforts in everything we do. 

 

Attentive Listening – We pay close attention to each other’s ideas, opinions and 

feelings. We check for understanding and let others know they have been heard. 

These are teachable social skills and involve maintaining eye contact, withholding 

your own comments, paraphrasing key words to show you’ve been listening and using 

positive body language to show that you are listening with your ears, your eyes and 

your heart. 

 

Appreciations/No Put Downs - We develop a sense of self-esteem and self-worth 

through appreciations and recognition of each other’s gifts and talents. We say 

thank you all the time and we don’t take for granted what others do for us. Saying 

thank you is a VERY important part of our daily learning at Wendouree Primary 

School.  

 

Mutual Respect – We ensure that each other’s cultural values, beliefs and needs 

are considered. We respect each other’s individual skills, talents and contributions. 

When we learn and play together we respect each other’s differences.  

 

The Right To Participate –We acknowledge that sometimes it’s alright to pass 

during circle time. Choosing the right to pass means that we prefer not to share 

personal information or feelings or to actively participate in a group at a particular 

moment. As circle time is a daily part of our learning we will always be given another 

chance to participate next time round.  

 



Excellence in Teaching and 
Learning @ WPS 

 

The core purpose of our school as defined in the Strategic Plan is to 

provide an inclusive, rigorous learning environment that challenges and 

engages young people to grow as passionate learners. The school seeks to 

develop motivated, creative and independent learners who demonstrate 

strong social values and whose leadership, resilience and self-esteem is 

evident when interacting with the community. 

 

The school provides a comprehensive curriculum with a strong focus on 

literacy and numeracy. Curriculum initiatives include the Cafe, 'Write to 

Read' Literacy program and the TRIBES resilience welfare program. The 

school operates an award winning Stephanie Alexander Kitchen Garden 

Program.  In addition to the comprehensive classroom programs offered in 

literacy and numeracy, an integrated classroom curriculum program 

addresses the domains of Science, Humanities/History, Design and 

Technology, Civics and Citizenship, and Health. These domains are also 

cross referenced with the literacy program to ensure sufficient time is 

allocated to address the content. Specialist teachers provide instruction 

in Physical Education, Language (Japanese), and Visual Arts. 

Interdisciplinary, personal and social learning are addressed within these 

domains and supported by a range of Outdoor Education initiatives. The 

school is an active participant in district sport competitions including 

interschool football and netball.  



 

 

Teaching and learning teams across levels ensure scope and sequence and 

curriculum coverage is monitored across the school. These teaching and 

learning teams are currently responsible for core curriculum development 

and delivery in literacy, numeracy and integrated studies including history, 

design and technology, sustainability and ICT. Specialist programs from 

Prep to Year 6 are delivered for Physical Education, Visual Arts, Language 

(Japanese). Supportive curriculum initiatives include Reading Recovery, 

MultiLit, Corrective Reading Program, VCOP and THRASS. 

 

 

The leadership group is focused on 4–5 year planning cycles and continuous 

analysis of a range of data to achieve school improvement. 

There is a high level of professional development and the promotion of 

professional autonomy in the context of participation in the school 

improvement and teaching and learning teams and consultancy support for 

key initiatives. 

 

The school has developed a structured approach to curriculum planning 

that ensures a shared vision within the school on curriculum development, 

common documentation and common understanding of the whole-school 

curriculum by teachers and parents. The data analysed regularly by 

teachers in their curriculum planning includes a suite of year level 

assessments including NAPLAN and an analysis of school performance data 

including student, staff and parent surveys. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



OUR INTEGRATED CURRICULUM 
 

In its simplest form an integrated curriculum is 

one that makes connections across subject areas 

and with real life experiences. At Wendouree PS 

our inquiry based integrated curriculum operates 

across the school each term under what we 

refer to as SUPER themes! Our two year scope 

and sequence of themes covers topics like 

LOOKING AFTER OUR ENVIRONMENT, 

HISTORY AND WHERE WE LIVE IN THE 

WORLD. These units of inquiry are based on the 

Victorian Curriculum and are designed to meet 

the specific learning needs of each age group of 

students at school.  

 

The teachers and students explore topics by 

finding out the answers to topic related 

questions together. As much as possible we also 

like to connect this learning with real life 

experiences and at the end of each topic we always 

celebrate our learning. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



EXCURSIONS 
 

Our excursion program provides 

children with a broad range of 

learning experiences that cannot 

take place in the classroom. Its 

importance lies in the educational 

value it generates before, during 

and after the excursion takes 

place. All major excursions require 

written parental permission.  

 
 

 

 



SUPPORT SERVICES 
 

Wendouree Primary 

School has a very 

proactive Student 

Wellbeing Program 

underpinned by our 

TRIBES Learning 

Agreements. The DET 

provides support services, 

if required to us, including 

Social Workers, Guidance 

Officers, Psychologists 

and Speech Therapists. A 

number of agencies 

operate within our 

community to provide 

support and advice to 

families in times of need.  

You may wish to ask the 

Principal to help you 

identify and organise the 

appropriate support. 

We also have a very 

effective Leadership Program, Junior School Council, Star of the Week Program and 

Beautiful Book Work Program. Students achieve weekly awards and are presented with 

certificates at our assembly each week as well as being acknowledged for their 

achievements in our weekly newsletter. 

 

 

LIFE EDUCATION 
 

Each student participates in the Life 

Education Program each year. The Life 

Education program provides each of our 

students with mandatory drug education 

information. 
 

BOOK CLUB 
 

Book Club notices and order forms are 

generally sent home twice per term to 

give parents the opportunity to purchase books through this program. 
 



 

BOOK WEEK 
 

During Book Week each year we hold a 

special dress-up day where students are 

encouraged to come to school as their 

favourite book character. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SHOWCASE 
Each year students participate in our 

Performing Arts Showcase. Each class 

presents an item related to a particular 

theme. This is a fabulous part of our Arts 

Curriculum and our students, teachers and 

families work very hard together to produce 

each wonderful item. 

Our Showcase Evening is held in the 

Wendouree Centre for Performing Arts and 

parents, grandparents, relatives and friends 

all enjoy this amazing evening. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 

STEPHANIE  
ALEXANDER 

KITCHEN 
GARDEN 

PROGRAM 
 

 

Students in Grades 3-6 take part in our award 

winning Stephanie Alexander Kitchen Garden Program each week. 

This is a wonderful program where the students get to grow and harvest 

produce and then prepare and share this produce as meals together at 

school.This program relies on the wonderful support of many volunteers as 

the students work in small groups during this program. If you would like to 

volunteer to assist in the kitchen or garden classes please contact the 

school. We would really appreciate your assistance with this amazing 

program. In 2014 our School won Country Style Magazines’ Harvest Table 

Competition. We won $5000 for our SAKG program and spent a day with 

the Country Style team on a very exciting photo shoot.  
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



HOUSE SPORTS 
 

Children in each family are in one of our Houses that are named after 

three of our early Principals. These Houses are Henderson (Blue House), 

Clarke (Green House) and Williams (Yellow House).  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SWIMMING PROGRAM 
 

Students in grades 1-6 participate in our indoor swimming program in term 

one each year. The students attend lessons each Wednesday in term one 

and complete a graded swimming program. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



JUNIOR SCHOOL COUNCIL 
 

Throughout the school year our 

Junior School Council organise lots of 

special days to engage our students in 

their learning and help our students 

make connections with their school 

and each other. 

 PJ Days, Footy Days, Crazy Hair Days 

and Wacky Wednesday are very 

popular with our students and our 

teachers. Our Junior School Council 

occasionally also sell products to raise 

money to support various charities.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY 
 

 

 

The school has a strong commitment to information technology. We are well equipped 

with a broad range of technology including iPads, 3D printers, flip cameras, and an 

aerial video drone. We also have several desktop computers in each classroom. 

  

Daily use of this 

technology ensures 

children are given 

freedom to 

experiment, problem 

solve and make 

complex decisions in 

a highly engaging, 

modern environment. 

The internet is used 

as a tool for 

collaboration and 

communication and 

safe-online practice 

is taught at all year 

levels. 

  

Each of our classrooms is equipped with an interactive smart board. Our philosophy is 

to integrate the use of digital technology into everyday classroom activities to 

compliment all Key Learning Areas. This technology allows students to interact daily 

with online content and learning-based activities in large groups. 

 

Wendouree Primary School received a grant from the CASS foundation to educate 

students about film, scripts and camera use. The goal of the project was for students 

to plan, shoot and produce short films, and have these featured at a Community film 

premiere night at the Wendouree Performing Arts Centre. Students helped build a 

green screen, which included a specialised lighting setup along with a dedicated green 

screen area in our multi-purpose centre. This allows students to add all manner of 

special effects to their movies and transport their actors to entirely different worlds.  
  
This year we have introduced students in the school to an advanced robotics program. 

Students have been using Lego Mindstorm kits to learn about programming, engineering 

concepts, advanced mathematics principles and physics. This all fits within the STEM 

education framework (Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics), recently 

adopted by many schools around the globe to engage students and prepare them for 

careers within our ever-evolving technological world. 

 



At Wendouree Primary School, we value the role that technology will play in our 

student’s careers and secondary school education. In our Senior School, students are 

taught how computers are built, how they work, and what they can do to change their 

function and behaviour through coding. Students have been learning two forms of 

programming languages, 

including ‘Python’ and 

‘Lua’ to deconstruct as 

well as create their own 

video games from 

scratch. In learning to 

program, students gain 

a strong understanding 

of integers, variables 

and functions, as well as 

advanced mathematical 

algorithms. 

 

With a focus on student 

engagement and 

innovative learning, our school recently purchased an Oculus Rift Virtual Reality 

headset. Paired with a computer, this device allows students to enter alternate 

universes, alien worlds, lush rainforests and oceans, and even travel through the 

circulatory system, all from the comfort of their classroom. The headset shows images 

in full 3D, and allows users to move their head to look in any direction within the world 

as well as move their body around too. Wearing the Oculus Rift is a very surreal 

experience and we have already allowed students to enter worlds, and use their 

encounter within the virtual world as a narrative writing stimulus. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Community Engagement in Learning 
 

School is an educational partnership between teachers, parents and students and when 

there is active co-operation between these partners we can provide an effective 

educational program for each student. Having 

our students feel connected to us is a very 

important part of them feeling safe and 

secure at school. Your involvement in school 

life is very important to us and to your child. 

You can help by being a classroom helper (we 

run special training programs for this) or 

helping with special events or excursions. You 

can participate in working bees, or offer your 

particular talents in any way that suits you. 

We appreciate your participation in our school 

and welcome the support of aunts, uncles and 

grandparents as well.  Please note that all 

parents and friends involved in school 

programs are required to have a ‘Working 

with Children’ Check. The school can advise 

you how to obtain this check. 



 

ANNUAL ART SHOW 
 

Each year we hold our 

annual art show to showcase 

students work from our 

visual arts program. This is 

an enormously valuable 

celebration of the students 

learning and a great 

opportunity for our 

community to see our 

students work on display.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Community Engagement in Learning   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Community Engagement in Learning  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Respectful Relationships 
Building A Positive Climate for Learning 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In 2016, respectful relationships education became a core component of the Victorian 

Curriculum from Foundation to year 12, and is being taught in all government and 

Catholic schools and many independent schools. 

Everyone in our community 

deserves to be respected, 

valued and treated equally. 

We know that changes in 

attitudes and behaviours 

can be achieved when 

positive attitudes, 

behaviours and equality are 

embedded in our education 

settings. 

Respectful Relationships is 

about embedding a culture 

of respect and equality 

across our entire community, from our classrooms to staffrooms, sporting fields, fetes 

and social events. This approach leads to positive impacts on student’s academic 

outcomes, their mental health, classroom behaviour, and relationships between 

teachers and students. 

Together, we can lead the way in saying yes to respect and equality, and creating 

genuine and lasting change so that every child has the opportunity to achieve their full 

potential. 

 



WE APPRECIAE YOUR QUESTIONS 
 

You are always welcome to call the school if you have any further questions and we will be very 

happy to assist you in any way possible. Please visit our Website for further information 

relating to our school and its programs. www.wendoureeps.vic.edu.au  
 

 

 Principal Ms Christine Branagh 

Phone 5339 1229 

Email wendouree.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au 

 

MORE INFORMATION 
 

TERM DATES 2019 
 

Term 1  31st January - 5th April  

Please note Prep students have 

Wednesdays off during the month of 

February. Prep students begin school on 

Monday 4th February 2019 

Term 2 23rd April – 28th June 

Term 3 15th July – 20th September 

Term 4 7th October – 19th December 
 

SCHOOL HOURS 
 

School starts 9:00am 

Lunch 11:00am-11:15am  

(Lunch Eaten Inside) 

First Recess 11:15am-11:45am 

Second Recess 1:45pm-2:15pm 

Dismissal 3:15pm 
 

CONTACT 
 

Principal Ms Christine Branagh 

Address 1224 Howitt Street Wendouree 

Postal address P.O. Box 13 Wendouree 3355 

Phone 5339 1229 
 

 

http://www.wendoureeps.vic.edu.au/

